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Students in Edmonton and across 
the country are on a mission to en-
sure the memory of Canadian sol-
diers and their sacrifices aren’t lost 
to the ebb and flow of time.

Ahead of Remembrance Day, 
about 46 young people from Ca-
dets Canada and Edmonton’s 
Riverbend Junior High School 
withstood cold and snow to hon-
our veterans buried at the city’s 
Beechmount Cemetery on Mon-
day.

Joining the ceremony in the 
cemetery’s military field of hon-
our, Lt.-Gov. Salma Lakhani ac-
knowledged the chilly conditions, 
which she said should prompt the 
participants to appreciate those in 
the line of duty who are charged 
to persevere despite the weather 
conditions.

Lakhani asked students to con-
sider the “precious gifts” owed to 
the efforts of those who serve, such 
as the freedom to express, question 
and explore ideas.

No Stone 
Left Alone 
honours 
fallen soldiers
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Members of the Edmonton Police Pipes and Drums take part in the No Stone Left Alone ceremony Monday at Beechmount Cemetery.  G R E G  S O U T H A M
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C A L G A R Y  Will Alberta’s new pre-
mier get a seat in the legislature?

That’s what residents of 
Brooks-Medicine Hat will decide 
Tuesday, as voters in the riding 
head to polls for a byelection that’s 
put all eyes on the southern Alber-
ta region.

Premier Danielle Smith won the 
leadership of her United Conser-
vative Party last month, but now 
she’s seeking a second victory in 
the byelection, which she called 
immediately after being sworn 
into office.

Her chief competition comes 
from two local candidates, each 
looking to stage a major upset. Re-
tired Medicine Hat schoolteacher 
Gwendoline Dirk is running for the 
NDP, while former Brooks mayor 
Barry Morishita threw his hat in 
the ring as leader of the centrist 
Alberta Party.

Two right-wing fringe candi-
dates — The Independence Par-
ty’s Bob Blayone and Wildrose 
Independence Party of Alberta’s 
Jeevan Mangat — round out the 
ballot.

Smith is the heavy favourite in 
the race, said Mount Royal Uni-
versity political scientist Lori 
Williams, who added she needs 
a significant margin of victory to 
solidify her position as UCP leader.

“She absolutely needs to win and 
win decisively in this byelection,” 
Williams said. 

“If Danielle Smith didn’t win, it 
would put her in a very weakened 
position. She’d have to get a seat in 
another byelection or try to govern 
from outside the legislature and 
neither of those are particularly 
palatable options.”

Williams said Smith faces chal-
lenges from strong local candidates 
as well as criticism for her decision 
to run in Brooks-Medicine Hat in-

stead of the vacant Calgary-Elbow 
seat, where the new premier said a 
byelection will not be held.

Williams added that a strong 
showing by Morishita could boost 
the Alberta Party’s future electoral 
prospects.

“It could be a springboard for 
success for the Alberta Party in the 
general election,” Williams said.

Advance voting for the byelec-
tion began Nov. 1 and ended Satur-
day, with polling stations in Medi-
cine Hat, Brooks and Bassano.

Elections Alberta said Monday 
that 4,231 votes were cast in those 
polls, accounting for 12.4 per cent 
of the about 34,000 eligible voters 
in the riding. 

That’s down from 22 per cent of 
eligible Brooks-Medicine Hat vot-
ers who cast advance ballots in the 
2019 general election.

Morishita said Monday he’s 
happy with the effort his team has 
put into the campaign, with teams 
centred in the riding’s west in the 
Brooks area and its east around 
Medicine Hat.

Premier’s fate in hands 
of byelection voters
All eyes on race in Brooks-Medicine Hat 
as Smith seeks a seat in the legislature
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