
2011

• NSLA incorporated September 6th by 
Maureen Bianchini-Purvis

• Registered under the Alberta Societies 
Act as Nonprofit

• Receives blessing of Minister of 
Veterans A�airs, Gov’t of Canada

• Key partnerships formed with the Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse, Royal Canadians, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Trevor Cadieu, 3rd 
Canadian Division

• First NSLA Remembrance Ceremony 
held on November 11 at Beechmount 
Cemetery in Edmonton, AB

• 120 students attend and honour 4,149 
military headstones with poppies

TIMELINE

In 1971, a child of twelve sat at her dying 
mother’s bedside. Her mother, a veteran, 
asked her not to cry and to try not to forget 
her on Armistice Day. 

Never missing a year since her mother’s 
passing, she visited the gravesite to lay a 
poppy each Remembrance Day. As her own 
family grew and joined in her remembrance, 
her daughters began to ask, “Why don’t the 
others receive a poppy?”

With the help of a few friends, she began 
building upon this vision. In 2011, No Stone 
Left Alone was born, with the goal of 
honouring all of Canada’s veterans, and 
changing the way the next generation 
remembers.

OUR MISSION

To honour the sacrifice and service of 
Canada’s military by educating students and 
placing poppies on the headstones of 
veterans every November.



2012
• Maureen Bianchini-Purvis receives Queen 

Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Award
• Receives CRA Number
• All donated funds gifted to Edmonton 

Poppy Fund
• Second annual Remembrance Ceremony 

held on November 9 at Beechmount and 
15 other Edmonton cemeteries

• Colonel Ret’d the Honourable Don S. 
Ethell, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta 
attends Beechmoun ceremony

• 150 VIPS attend first luncheon at NSLA 
o�ces

• 698 students honour over 8,938 military 
headstones with poppies

• New logo launched in October
• Online/Public donation campaign 

begins
• Executive committee formed
• Key relationship formed with Edmonton 

Poppy Fund
• Third year of Remembrance 

Ceremonies in Edmonton, with 19 
locations participating

• First Remembrance Ceremony held in 
Calgary, AB

• Receives support from Alberta 
Education

• 1,183 students honour over 9,181 military 
headstones

2013 2014

• Licensed in British Columbia July 31
• Public begins to attend live event at 

Beechmount Cemetery
• Donated funds gifted to Lord 

Strathcona’s Horse Military Family Fund 
Ottawa, Enactus MacEwan University, 
Food Bank, Edmonton Poppy Fund

• Global TV first live production at 
Beechmount Cemetery

• Fourth year of Remembrance 
Ceremonies, held in 25 locations

• 2,647 students honour over 19,077 
military headstones

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

2011
4,149 Headstones
120 Students

2018
58,941 Headstones
9,236 Students

GROWTH

No Stone Left Alone Memorial Foundation has 
grown exponentially in its 9 years of operation. 
It is our goal to see that one day all 117,000 
veterans’ headstones in Canada are honoured 
with a poppy placed by a Canadian youth. And 
we are nearly half way there.



2015
• New website and logo launched in 

September
• Licensed in Manitoba (Feb 24), New 

Brunswick (Apr 17), Ontario (June 15), 
Nova Scotia (June 15), PEI (Aug 17) 
Newfoundland & Labrador (Sept 17)

• Fifth year of Remembrance Ceremonies, 
held in 83 locations

• Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and 
Minister of Education attend 
Beechmount ceremony

• Live stream into Alberta schools via 
NSLA website

• 4,761 students honour over 39,000 
military headstones with poppies

2016
• First “fly-past” with Snowbirds at Beechmount 

Cemetery
• Licensed in Saskatchewan (Nov 4)
• Sixth year of Remembrance Ceremonies, held in 

111 locations
• First Nations participation at Beechmount
• First Dance to Remember Gala fundraising event
• 7,046 students honour over 44,670 military 

headstones with poppies

• First ceremony held at ghost town of Anyox; helicopter fly in to 
place poppies

• NSLA places poppy on headstone of Corporal Nathan Cirillo in 
Burlington, Ontario

• First ceremonies held in eastern Canada
• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau places poppies at Birchwood 

Cemetery in Ottawa, ON
• MP Kelly McCauley speaks of NSLA in House of Commons
• First international ceremony; NSLA honours Canadian military 

headstones in Krakow, Poland
• Maureen Bianchini-Purvis receives Senate 150 medal
• Licensed in Quebec (Nov 22), NWT
• Seventh year of Remembrance Ceremonies, held in 100 locations
• 8,001 students honour over 49,821 military headstones with 

poppies.

2017
2018

• Licensed in Yukon
• Eighth year of 

Remembrance 
Ceremonies, held in 
105 locations

• New ceremony in 
Kugluktuk, Nunavut

• 9,236 students honour 
over 58,941 military 
headstones with 
poppies

TOTAL STUDENT PARTICIPATION SINCE 2011:

33,692

HEADSTONES HONOURED 
SINCE 2011:

174,836



6,248 Followers
1,721 New in 2018
1,520,879 users reached
9,740,401 impressions

673 Followers
115 New in 2018
381 Followers
270 New in 2018

EXPOSURE  
No Stone Left Alone has a growing online following, allowing us to 
connect with our audience across Canada.
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2011
4,149 Headstones
120 Students

2018
58,941 Headstones
9,236 StudentsOUR MISSION

To honour the sacrifice and service 
of Canada’s military by educating 
students and placing poppies on 
the headstones of veterans every 
November.

GROWTH
Launched in 2011, No Stone Left Alone Memorial Foundation has 
grown exponentially in its 9 years of operation. It is our goal to 
see that one day all 117,000 veterans’ headstones in Canada are 
honoured with a poppy placed by a Canadian youth. And we are 
nearly half way there.

THE NEED FOR SUPPORT
You can help us to engage youth and communities in ongoing 
remembrance for generations to come. 
We need your support to continue growing - sustainably - and moving 
toward our goal of Canadian youth honouring the headstones of all 
Canadian veterans, every year, forever.
Please help us to provide teaching resources, volunteer supports, 
and event supports to ensure our programming can continue into the 
future.

nostoneleftalone.ca

NO STONE LEFT ALONE
No Stone Left Alone works with teachers, youth and volunteers to 
create hands on inter-generational remembrance events in Canadian 
communities every November. 

Through our educational progams, students are encouraged to learn 
about the veterans that lay in fields of honour in their community. 
Then, during our ceremonies, these students place a poppy at the 
headstone of each veteran, reading aloud the names and considering 
their service and sacrifice. After the event students draft hand written 
reflection letters, expressing the personal connection they have 
experienced and how it has affected them.

In 2018: 9,236 students, 58,941 veterans honoured in 105 cemeteries 
from Victoria, BC to St. John’s, NL

No Stone Left Alone, through its 
two-pronged approach of a simple 
but poignant act of remembrance 
and a focus on education for 
students (who have thankfully 
never been exposed to war), gives 
a sense of the pain that is felt by 
soldiers and their families when 
they lose one of their own.

- Major Robert A. (Sandy) Cooper

“

At the NSLA ceremony today I 
visited your headstone, placed a 
poppy and prayed a message of 
peace to you and a reminder of 
love that no one will forget your 
courage and determination. 

- Paulina, Student Participant

“

OUR ROOTS
In 1971, a child of twelve sat at 
her dying mother’s bedside. Her 
mother, a veteran, asked her not to 
cry and to try not to forget her on 
Armistice Day. 

Never missing a year since her 
mother’s passing, she visited the 
gravesite to lay a poppy each 
Remembrance Day. As her own 
family grew and joined in her 
remembrance, her daughters 
began to ask, “Why don’t the 
others receive a poppy?”

With the help of a few friends, she 
began building upon this vision. 
In 2011, No Stone Left Alone was 
born, with the goal of honouring 
all of Canada’s veterans, and 
changing the way the next 
generation remembers.


